





If you have any questions or would like to discuss the proposed project and development of the
environmental document, please contact Gregory Heitmann at (505) 820-2027, 4001 Office Court Drive,
Suite 801, Santa Fe, NM 87507. You may also contact Paul Lindberg with the NMDOT at (505) 401-
36535 if you need additional information about the project and/or would like to meet for a project briefing.

Thank you for your cooperation and interest in this project.

Sincerely yours,

44’ /s/Gregory L. Heitmann

Gregory L. Heitmann
Environmental/Realty Specialist

For: J. Don Martinez
Division Administrator

ce:
Mr. Steve Reed, Environmental Program Manager, NMDOT

Mr. Terry Doyle, Assistant District Engineer, District 3, NMDOT
Mr. Paul Lindberg, Project Development Engineer, NMDOT
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SUBJECT: Invitation to Become a Participating Agency for the I-25/Paseo del Norte Interchange Project,
Project No. MGS-025-4(127)233; CN D3026

Ms. Katherine Slick

NM State Historic Preservation Officer
Bataan Memorial Building

407 Galisteo Street

Santa Fe, NM 87501

Dear Ms. Slick:

The New Mexico Department of Transportation (NMDOT), in cooperation with the Federal Highway
Administration (FHWA), is preparing an environmental impact statement (EIS) for proposed
improvements to the [-25/Paseo del Norte Interchange area. An agency-scoping meeting for the proposed
project was held April 1, 2008. In accordance with 40 CFR 1500 we have identified the New Mexico
Environment Department as a participating agency due to the potential of the project to affect known
landfill sites, air quality, water quality, and properties contaminated by hazardous wastes. Accordingly,
with this letter we invite you to become a participating agency with the NMDOT and FHWA in the
development and review of the EIS. Please note that designation as a participating party does not imply
that your agency supports the proposed project. Additional information about the pI‘O_]eCt s location and
alternatives under consideration is attached to this letter.

Pursuant to Section 6002 of SAFETEA-LU, participating agencies are responsible for identifying, as
early as practicable, issues of concern regarding the project's potential environmental or socioeconomic
impacts that could substantially delay or prevent an agency from granting a permit or other approval that
is needed for the project. As a participating agency, we suggest your agency's role in the development of
the above project include the following as they relate to your area of expertise and jurisdiction:

¢ Provide meaningful and early input on issues pertaining to the project purpose and need, the range
of alternatives to be considered, and the methodologies and level of detail required in the
alternatives analysis;

« Participate in coordination meetings and project reviews as appropriate; and,
o Provide timely review and comment on the environmental document to reflect the views and

concerns of your agency on the project’s impacts and mitigation.

Please respond to FHWA in writing with your response to this request prior to September 5, 2008. If you
decline this invitation, please let us know your reason for declining.

We would be happy to part1c1pate.r\)mm

ey Jan V. Biella, DSHPO 9/5/08
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If you have any questions or would like to discuss the proposed project and development of the
environmental document, please contact Gregory Heitmann at (505) 820-2027, 4001 Office Court Drive,
Suite 801, Santa Fe, NM 87507. You may also contact Paul Lindberg with the NMDOT at (505) 401-
3655 if you need additional information about the project and/or would like to meet for a project briefing.

Thank you for your cooperation and interest in this project.

Sincerely yours,

Gregory L. Heitmann
Environmental/Realty Specialist

For: J. Don Martinez
Division Administrator

cc:
Mr. Steve Reed, Environmental Program Manager, NMDOT
Mr. Terry Doyle, Assistant District Engineer, District 3, NMDOT
Mr. Paul Lindberg, Project Development Engineer, NMDOT



() New Mexico Division
4001 Office Ct. Dr. Ste 801

US.Department Santa Fe, NM 87507
of Transportation

Federal Highway
Administration

May 5, 2008

SUBJECT: Invitation to Become a Participating Agency for the I-25/Paseo del Norte Interchange Project,
Project No, MGS-025-4(127)233; CN D3026

Mr. Hector Pena

1J.S. Envirenmental Protection Agency
1445 Ross Avenue

Suite 1200, 6EN-XP

Dallas, TX 75202

Dear Mr. Pena:

The New Mexico Department of Transportation (NMDOT), in cooperation with the Federal Highway
Administration (FHWA), is preparing an environmental impact statement (EIS) for proposed
improvements to the I-25/Paseo del Norte Interchange area. An agency-scoping meeting for the proposed
project was held April 1, 2008. In accordance with 40 CFR 1500 we anticipate that the EPA has interest
in the proposed project due to the project’s potential effects on water quality, air quality, hazardous waste
sites, and other issues of potential interest to your agency. In addition to our coordination with the EPA,
we are also coordinating with state and local agencies having jurisdiction over these same issues. With
this letter, we invite you to become a participating agency with the NMDOT and FHWA in the
development and review of the EIS. Please note that designation as a participating party does not imply
that your agency supports the proposed project. Additional information about the project’s location and
alternatives under consideration is attached to this letter.

Pursuant to Section 6002 of SAFETEA-LU, participating agencies are responsible for identifying, as
early as practicable, issues of concern regarding the project's potential environmental or socioeconomic
impacts that could substantially delay or prevent an agency from granting a permit or other approval that
is needed for the project. As a participating agency, we suggest your agency's role in the development of
the above project include the following as they relate to your area of expertise and jurisdiction:

« Provide meaningful and early input on issues pertaining to the project purpose and need, the range
of alternatives to be considered, and the methodologies and level of detail required in the
alternatives analysis;

» Participate in coordination meetings and project reviews as appropriate; and,
« Provide timely review and comment on the environmental document to reflect the views and

concerns of your agency on the project’s impacts and mitigation.

Please respond to FHWA in writing with your response to this request prior to September 5, 2008. If you
decline this invitation, please let us know your reason for declining.
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If you have any questions or would like to discuss the proposed project and development of the
environmental document, please contact Gregory Heitmann at (505) 820-2027, 4001 Office Court Drive,
Suite 801, Santa Fe, NM 87507. You may also contact Paul Lindberg with the NMDOT at (505) 401-
3655 if you need additional information about the project and/or would like to meet for a project briefing.

Thank you for your cooperation and interest in this project.

Sincerely yours,

. %@f@gory L. Heitmann

Gregory L. Heitmann
Environmental/Realty Specialist

For: J. Don Martinez
Division Administrator

ce:
Mr. Steve Reed, Environmental Program Manager, NMDOT
Mr. Terry Doyle, Assistant District Engineer, District 3, NMDOT
Mr. Paul Lindberg, Project Development Engineer, NMDOT



(‘ New Mexico Division
4001 Office Ct. Dr. Ste. 801

U.S.Deportmem Santa Fe, NM 87507
of Transportation

Federal Highway
Administration

August 6, 2008

SUBJECT: Invitation to Become a Participating Agency for the 1-25/Paseo del Norte Interchange Project,
Project No. MGS-025-4(127)233; CN D3026

Mr. John Stomp

Water Resources Manager

Albuquerque Bernalillo County Water Authority
PO Box 1293

Albuguergue, NM 87103-1293

Dear Mr. Stomp:

The New Mexico Department of Transportation (NMDOT), in cooperation with the Federal Highway
Administration (FHWA), is preparing an environmental impact statement (EIS) for proposed
improvements to the I-25/Paseo del Norte Interchange area. An agency-scoping meeting for the proposed
project was held April 1, 2008. In accordance with 40 CFR 1500 we have identified the Albuquerque
Bernalillo County Water Authority as a participating agency due to the potential of the project on water
transmission lines that cross the project area. Accordingly, with this letter we invite you to become a
participating agency with the NMDOT and FHWA in the development and review of the EIS. Please
note that designation as a participating party does not imply that your agency supports the proposed
project. Additional information about the project’s location and alternatives under consideration is
attached to this letter.

Pursuant to Section 6002 of SAFETEA-LU, participating agencies are responsible for identifying, as
early as practicable, issues of concern regarding the project's potential environmental or socioeconomic
impacts that could substantially delay or prevent an agency from granting a permit or other approval that
is needed for the project. As a participating agency, we suggest your agency's role in the development of
the above project include the following as they relate to your area of expertise and jurisdiction:

» Provide meaningful and early input on issues pertaining to the project purpose and need, the range
of alternatives to be considered, and the methodologies and level of detail required in the
alternatives analysis;

s Participate in coordination meetings and project reviews as appropriate; and,
« Provide timely review and comment on the environmental document to reflect the views and

concerns of your agency on the project’s impacts and mitigation.

Please respond to FHWA in writing with your response to this request prior to September 5, 2008. If you
decline this invitation, please let us know your reason for declining.
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If you have any questions or would like to discuss the proposed project and development of the
environmental document, please contact Gregory Heitmann at (505) 820-2027, 4001 Office Court Drive,
Suite 801, Santa Fe, NM 87507. You may also contact Paul Lindberg with the NMDOT at (505) 401-
3655 if you need additional information about the project and/or would like to meet for a project briefing.

Thank you for your cooperation and interest in this project.

Sincerely yours,

g&f’/s/Gregory L. Heitmann
Gregory L. Heitmann
Environmental/Realty Specialist

For: J. Don Martinez
Division Administrator

cc:

Mr. Steve Reed, Environmental Program Manager, NMDOT

Mr. Terry Doyle, Assistant District Engineer, District 3, NMDOT
Mr. Paul Lindberg, Project Development Engineer, NMDOT
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APPENDIX B

Tribal Correspondence






PUEBLO OF LAGUNA

P.O. BOX 194
LAGUNA, NEW MEXICO 87028

(505) 552-6598
(505) 5526854
(505) 5526655

Office of:

The Governor
The Secretary
The Treasurer

March 27, 2008

Mr. Gregory L. Heitmann

FHWA Environmental/Realty Specialist
US Department of Transportation
New Mexico Division

4001 Office Court Drive

Suite 801

Santa Fe, NM 87507

Dear Mr. Heitmann:
RE: HAD-NM 501.1, NMDOT Project Number MGS-025-4(127)233

The Pueblo of Laguna appreciates your consideration to comment on possible interest
your project may have on any traditional or cultural properties

The Pueblo of Laguna has determined that the proposed undertaking WILL NOT have a
significant impact at this time. However, in the event that any new archaeological sites
are discovered and any new artifacts are removed, we request to be notified to review

items, and if possible furnish photographs of items. As our migration history is, that our
ancestors journeyed from the north through that area and possibilities of some findings.

We thank you and your staff for the information provided.

L/

E. Ahtonio, overnar
Pyueblo of Laguna

Sincerely,




NAVAJO
NATION

JOE SHIRLEY, JR. BEN SHELLY

PRESIDENT ' , . VICE-PRESIDENT
April 01, 2008 S

Mr. Gregory Heitmann, Realty Specialist
U.S. Department of Transportation

4001 Office court Drive, Suite 801

Santa Fe, New Mexico 87507

Subject: Tribal Consultation Request. Proposing to reconstruct the 1-25/PdN intersection to
include the construction of additional general purpose and auxiliary lanes, modifications to on

and off ramps, widening of the frontage roads and improvements to ramp terminal intersections.,
Albuquerque, NM. ‘ :

Dear Mr. Heitmann:

Our apology for an oversight and missing the deadline date of our response to your request,
please note that in reference to your letter of March 07, 2008, the Historic Preservation
Department — Traditional Culture Program (HPD-TCP) received a request for consultation
regarding the above undertaking and/or project. After reviewing your consultation documents,
HPD-TCP has concluded the proposed undertaking/project area will not impact any Navajo
traditional cultural properties or historical properties. :

However, if there are any inadvertent discoveries made during the course of the undertaking,
your agency shall cease all operations within the project area. HPD-TCP shall be notified by
telephone within 24 hours and a formal letter be sent within 72 hours. All work shall be
suspended until mitigation measures/procedures have been developed in consultation with the
Navajo Nation.

The HPD-TCP appreciates your agency’s consultation efforts, pursuant to 36 CFR Pt. 800.1
(c)(2)(iii). Should you have additional concerns and/or questions, do not hesitate to contact me.
My contact information is listed below.

Sincerely,

Mr. Tony Joe, Program Manager
Historic Preservation Department — Traditional Culture Program

Tel: 928.871.7688 Fax: 928.871.7886 E-mail: tonyjoe@navajo.org
TCP 08-518
File: Office file/chrono

HISTORIC PRESERVATION DEPARTMENT P.O. BOX 4950 WINDOW ROCK, ARIZONA 86515 928.871.7198 (v) 928.871.7886 (fax)



Benjamin H. Nuvamsa
CHAIRMAN

Todd Honyaoma, Sr.

OPI TRIBE

P.O. Bo 123
Kykotsmovi, AZ 86039
(928) 734-3000

April 4, 2008

Gregory L. Heitmann, Environmental/ Realty Specialist
Federal Highway Administration, New Mexico Division
4001 Office Court Drive, Suite 801

Santa Fe, New Mexico 87507

Dear Mr. Heitmann,

This letter is in response to your correspondence dated March 7, 2008, regarding the Federal
Highways Administration (FHWA) and New Mexico Department of Transportation (NMDOT) planning
improvements to the I-25/ Paseo del Norte Interchange in Albuquerque. Because the Hopi Tribe claims
ancestral and cultural affiliation to prehistoric cultural groups in New Mexico, and the Hopi Cultural
Preservation Office supports the identification and avoidance of prehistoric archaeological sites and
Traditional Cultural Properties, we appreciate the FHWA’s and NMDOT's continuing solicitation of our
input and your efforts to address our concerns.

The Hopi Cultural Preservation Office understands the cultural resources survey report for this
project did not identify any prehistoric sites in this project area. However, we also understand that this
Interchange will contribute traffic to the highway to Petroglyphs National Monument that numerous
tribes, including the Hopi Tribe, opposed for many years.

Therefore, although we concur that the proposed undertaking will not directly affect cultural
resources significant to the Hopi Tribe, we have also determined that this project will contribute to the
adverse effects of the highway to Petrogylphs National Monument that numerous tribes, including the
Hopi Tribe, opposed for many years.

Should you have any questions or need additional information, please contact Terry Morgart at
the Hopi Cultural Preservation Office at tmorgart@hopi.nsn.us or 928-734-3619. Thank you again for
your consideration.

Respectfully.

el At
~‘Leigh Kuwanwisiwma, Direct6r

Hopi Cultural Preservation Office

xc: R. Blake Roxlau, New Mexico Department of Transportation
New Mexico State Historic Preservation Office









